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This synodal process has been the first experience for many of a listening Church.
The two arms of our synodal process – our in-person listening sessions and online
listening survey – gathered a diverse group of people together and created space
for us to honestly share of our experiences. In our synodal process, we heard the
many joys as well as the many hurts in our local community and the wider
Church. In our in-person listening sessions, some parishioners expressed surprise
to learn that others felt similarly to them on certain issues.

 The invitation of Pope Francis for us to be a more synodal Church is a radically
new way of being Church. As a local community and as a wider Church, we often
fall short in our commitment to see each other as fellow pilgrims on the same
journey of life – the same journey of faith. Our participation in the wider Church’s
synodal process is one step towards recommitting our local community, St. Paul
the Apostle Community, to a style of mission where each member of our parish is
seen as someone who has something valuable to share in building up our church.
Cardinal Robert McElroy of the Diocese of San Diego puts it well:

(...) In the synodal Church the whole community, in the free
and rich diversity of its members, is called together to
pray, listen, analyse, dialogue, discern and offer advice
on taking pastoral decisions which correspond as closely
as possible to God's will (...)

International Theological Commission
Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church (2018), no. 68

Can synodality become a deeper element of Catholic life
in the United States? Our current process may prove this to
be so. One of the central sentiments expressed in our
diocesan synodal consultations has been that the people of
God have at times not been meaningfully heard and
responded to in the institutional life of the church, and they
fear that the synodal process might be another in a series of
moments when hopes are raised only to be frustrated. But the
current synod process offers a glimpse of a Church yet to
come. Hundreds of thousands of Catholics have engaged with
the Church on their joys, their sorrows and their hopes for what
the Church can be today and tomorrow…
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It will take time for us as a community to continue to process and reflect what
we’ve learned about each other and about our Church through our first synodal
process. The invitation, as we move forward as one community, is to discern how
the Holy Spirit might be inviting us to be church in a new way. How might we
bring about new vigor to St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Community? To the wider
Church? At the onset of our parish synodal process, the St. Paul’s Synod Committee
promised to report back to our faith community and all participants about what
we learned from them. This report actualizes that commitment and is presented in
a format that encourages follow up conversation. This is not the end of listening to
each other, but only the beginning. As the larger synodal process takes place in the
wider Church, we will be sure to reflect on what we hear from other faith
communities as well. We commit to building an ongoing culture of synodality at
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Community. We dare now to realize this new
style of being Church.

The People of God journeys through history in order to share
with all the leaven, the salt, the light of the Gospel. That is why
"evangelisation also involves the path of dialogue" (..._ Initiatives
involving encounter, dialogue and co-operation win credence
as precious stages on our common pilgrimage and the synodal
journey of the People of God shows itself to be a school of life
where we acquire the ethos needed to practise dialogue with all
- without irenicism or compromise.

In fact today, when growing awareness of the interdependence
between peoples forces us to think of the world as our common
home, the Church is called to demonstrate that her Catholicity and
the synodal way in which she lives and works are a catalyst of
unity in diversity and of communion in freedom. This is a
significant contribution that the life and synodal conversion of the
People of God can make to the promotion of a culture of
encounter and solidarity, respect and dialogue, inclusion and
integration, gratitude and gift.

International Theological Commission
Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church (2018), no. 118
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COMMUNITY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What is one thing that you can do to enhance the identity and mission of the
Church?

2. What is one thing that this community can do to enhance the identity and
mission of the Church?
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Welcome and Belonging
1. In what ways in the past have you come to know other people in the parish?

2. What would you be willing to participate in that you believe would help the
parish become a closer community?

OUR COMMUNITY

Church and School
1. What causes, passions, beliefs do the school community and the worshipping
community have in common?

2. In what ways might the worshipping community reach out to support the
school community?

3. In what ways might the school community reach out to support the worshiping
community?

Young Adults
1. Many young adults desire a Church that is increasingly open and inclusive.
What areas of parish life and mission might our community focus on that would
make it more open and inclusive?

Faith Formation
Our online listening survey and in-person listening sessions both surfaced a need
among current adult parishioners for more adult faith formation. What do you
think the parish needs, e.g.: more instruction on Church teachings, more
opportunities to discuss Church teachings, more opportunities for bible study and
faith sharing, or something else? What would you want to participate in if it was
offered on Zoom or in-person?
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"I can do things you cannot, you
can do things I cannot; together

we can do great things."

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What steps might we take together as a faith community to welcome and
support:
a.LGBTQ adults, teens and children
b.The visibility of women in leadership roles at St. Paul’s
c.The engagement of the laity in parish life
d.The divorced
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THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

1. How might this faith community reach out in ways that would attract those who
have left the Church? 

LISTENING TO THE DISAFFILIATED

"Remember that nothing
is small in the eyes of God.

Do all that you do with love."
St. Thérèse of Lisieux

St. Teresa of Calcutta
(Mother Teresa)
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